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REAL ESTATE GOSSIP

Increase in the Number of
Large Residences.

LARGE INVESTMENTS MADE

Influence of the Public on the Charac-
ter of Building.

SOME RECENT TRANSACTIONS

Ample Provision for Servants One of

the Features of Mod.rn City

Dwellings.
The sale aof the residence of Mrs. Eliza-
beth Tuckerman at the southwest corner

of 16th amnd 1 sireets northwest has attract-
ed more attention than =2 usually given to
such a transaction, for the reason that the
consideration was greater than s commeon
in the residence property. The
price mentioned is £230,00. The inference
ghould not be drawn from the above state-
ment that there are no residences In this
city of such a value. It is merely to be un-
derstood that it is not usua® for such a sum
of money to be pald for a residence here.
There are a number of houses which have
the owners a sum equal to the one
mentioned, and a good deal more, but such
expenditures have been made by those who
had the money and they have not taken Lhe
of the money outlay of some one
else. At the present time it is said of cne
of the latset additiona to the list of large
private houses in this city that the owner

sale of

cost

results

is willing to part with 1t and that his price
f= $1.000niMp),  The housa and ground alone,
it is estimated, cost at least 300,000,
Some Large Figures.
This is not the only private residence in
this city that properly belongs in such a
elases, although there is ho other about

which such large figures as to cost can be
used with reason.  Still there are quite a
number on which the owners have spent in
the Ip-lghhu;'hru!d of $300.0F), In some cases
the cost has been increased, owing to the
character of the constiuction. The use of
steel in buiddings of this class Is not un-
known and also terra cotta flooring and
other devices which are supposed to be
founa only in buildir_s that are designed to
be fireproof.

In some of the best examples of such
houses, all the money has not been spent
in mere show and ornamentation, but a

good part has gone in substantial construc-
tion. In thi= particular some of these
heuses compare favoraibly with the best of
business huildings.
Sale of a Residence.

J. ¥. N T. B. Huyck, real estate
brokers, have sold to Mr. Gardiner Sherman
of New York and Bar Harbor Lhe residence

and

of Mrs. Cushing, widow of Dr. Clinton
Cushing, 1607 1 street northwest. T'he
house, which adjoins the home of the
Misses Riggs, Is of an individual styie, the
interior ing es Hally attractive and
spacious. The lot has a frontage of over
foriy-seven feet by an average depth of
over M feer, ahutting a wide alley and

Sl square feet. It is the
v owner to make exten-
for which plans are belng
compiletion ef the im-
and Mrs. Sherman will

containing
intention of
sive alt
prepared,
provements

ratens,
and upon

Mr.

make thelr permanent @.nter residence in
Washington. The price paid for the prop-
erty was $530.000

As to Fire Waste.
Some recent statistices have brought out

the rather startling fact that the loss {rom

fire in 1 country is greater than in most
of the Enropean eountries.  The large sum
of money that goes up each year In smoke
and Name is Impressive just becausze of its
proportions, ar when the real significance
of the waste of these thousands of dollars
is considered it will be conceded that the
subject is well wor of the careful atten-
tion of all classes of citigens who have Lo
do with property.

Of cou in the case of individual loss
it is sald the insuranc= nolicy covers it, and
that is true, but at the same time it must
be taken into account that large sums of
money are pald Into the insurance com-
panies by property holders, and what the
tax which this item is in the cost of hold-
ing property means In the course of the
year should alse be considered. ‘The fact
is, that this almost wholesale destruction
of property by fire contributes to the cost

of insurance, a:
were reduced
ing falling off

il if the percenlage of loss

wre would be a correspond-

in the Insurance rates.
Power of the Property Holder,

It is evident that the fire loss, as well as
the Insurance rates, are largely within the
power of the property holder to regulate;
or, in other words, if the character of bulld-
Ings is improved {rom the standpoint of fire
safety, that wun. at once affect the entire
situation In both the particulars mentioned.
It is a well-known circumsiance, and one
that is recognized by the very provisions of

the insurance underwriters' rules govern-
ing the fixing of rates, that proximity to
a poorly bult structure increases the In-
surance rate on the adjoining buildings.
The principal of neighborliness comes in
here, Tor unless there I8 co-operation in the

I'me of better buildings then it is impossible

to accomplishh very much. There is not
much to be effected in the way of reducing
insurance charges by one man putting up
a good bullding as long as his neighbor
disregiards all the rules of good construction.

The owner of the well-buflt building proo-
ably somewhat lower rates. but
nothing in proportion to what his building
warrants and what it would receive if the

adjoining  structures were erected with
greater care. In this regard, therefore, it
wiil be scen that an improvement in the

character of the building in a city depends
somewhatl on the general acquiescence of
the citlzens,

A Saving of Money.

Bubstantial bullding I8 more expensive
than flimsy construction, and for that rea-
son, If for no any advocacy of a
change from the latter to the former would
seem just now rather ill-timed, as the ex-
pense of building is already looked upon as
reaching a siage where it 18 regarded as
almost prohibitory by some on account of
the additional arising from the ad-
vance in wages and in the prices of mate-
rials. Nevertheless, from another point of
view such a change would be In line with
household economy, entirely independent of
Insurance cost, which {n the case of houses

other

oSt

in this city s about as low as It ever will
be

If the walls of a house were well bullt
and tight and due attention were pald to
the ftting of window frames and of doors
there would result an annua! saving in
fuel which would reach considerable propor-
tioms In the course of years. Here lles an
tmportant argument for good bullding.
Buch houses are more comfortable and it
costs less Lo lve in them. The latter is a

circumstance that i= not given due consld-
eration by those who bulld nor by those
whe buy

What is on the Surface.

It is a question whether such a consider-
ation would outweigh in the minds of the
average buyer such detalls as the
merely ornamental features of the modern
house. whiclhi have such allurement for the
housekeeper Certainly a tiled bath room
and tiled vestibule and plate glass storm
doors and stone in the front of the house
and cabinet mantels and the details now
familiur to the modern buyer, even to one
of moderate means, are more apparent
than are well-lald brick walls, strong floor
Joists well-seasoned wood in the partitions
and carefully finished openings and roof.
It is guite settled that all of these things
are possible in the house which the pocket-
boek of the ordinary citizen would justify
bim in buying, and the question fs if the
buyer of (oday were given a chance to
ehessc between the tweo kinds of houses
which one would be selected. It might be
conciuded from the kind of house that s
oftee found in the sale market that an ex-
ample of good bullding would be rejected

house
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in favor of the other wind. Tt does not fol-
low that if a house is well built It must
necessarily be without all the allractive
features mentioned above, bul it goes with-
out sayving that such things cannot be in
the same profusion as mighi be possible if
the money that is spent in that direction is
saved by using inferior material and poor
workmanship.
What the Public Wants.

A house that presents the appearance of
having cost $0.00) cannot be bullt for five
thousand or six thousand doila and all
the materials and workmanskip honestly
cailed for in the former house used in the

r's;

latter, The only known method by which
such an appearance can be maintained is
hy cheapening the construction and in

spending the money in whole or in part that
is thus saved by putting in theses things
wihiieh apreal to the eye and make a house
look styiish.

A we l-built dwelling that
to the average person unfamii
Ing as hav.ng bheen carefully
and the invested money honestly
would not probably
seller, especially when it
trast with a house of the opposiie
This is probahbly the pesition of the
builder o. houses ta sell. He say

may not look
with buiid-
construcied
useld

ke regarded as a goodd
is brought in ron-

kind.

urally and dorcibly. that he

ness to “do business.” and

supply the ma ¥ nt well-
buiit houses o1 1 have  more
money epent ir tion than is
now possibic. wh other things
are demanded b he is
petfectly wiling of that
ciurss, for after u ihe murket to
fAind «ustonee: S

Responsibility of the Buyer.

In other words, an improvement in the
kind of house that is built secems to be up
to the public. The people will get what
they want. at least to a large extent. The
speculative builder has a geod dea® to

answer for. but it is hardly fair to hold him
responsible for everyihing that is done in
the effor to supnly the demand for houses.
The man who buys has some degree of re-

for tl 1 r 1 house

sponsibility

which th» ofhar ‘f'-.l it is the
standanl wivtel he as a th
public has sel that deiermines the
the buildor.
The Moore Residence

A feature of the residence wiie
built on the seuih side of Maos:
avenie between 171h and 18th stroeds
west for Mr. Clarence Moore i= the "

Is made [0 wius for s

provision thu
ants. The eniirve
ranged for that purpese, and
tains thirteen rooms and
thi= part of the establishment. whic h is on

upper Stal's has

hern
s con=

twe halh rooms,

a rather elaborate scale, is in proportion
to the rest of the house.

Owing to the large building =ite which
ie available, it has been pos=sibe to give

the house a rather unusual width for a
elty house, and at the same time allow for
space on hoth sides. In this way the

that reason the great depth of 100 feet is
possible. The main entrance will be in the
center of the front and on a level with the
street. so that there will be space for
rooms om hoth sides before the approach to
the staircase reached. On one side of
the front door will e a large den and on
the other a billlard room
room opening out from It. On the other side
of the hall and back of the den wil be a
cloak room. The rear poriion of this floor
will be taken up with the kitchen and the
servants’ hall, while the heating apparatus

will be in the basement.
Some Large BRooms. -
The priuncipal or second floor will have
as its principal room ihe Ilibrary, which

will extend entirely acrosse the front of the
house, and will be the largest single room.

Opening from this will be on one side of
the hall 2 musle room and on the other a
reception room, while at the end of the

hall will be the dining room, which will be
the second room in the house in point of
size.

The second floor wiill be divided up into
five sleeping apartmen's, three of which
will liave dressing rooms and bath rooms
atiached. There will be anothier bath reom
on this floor. On the next floor, which will
be the fourth. will be the apartments and
nursery for the children, with four bath
rooms, and on the upper, or fifth, floor will
be the roems for the servants,

There will be 1 passenger elevator In the
house. Brick of light shade and stone will
be usged in the construclion of the exte-

ar- |

house will =tand entirely detached, and for !

with a smoking |

t

" | handling suburban properties, has been

rlor, which will be in the French sty e of
architecture. Steel LI~ as and terra colta
wili Fe used in the floors and the partitions
and the house will be fireproof. The
George A, Fulier Company has the coniract
for the bullding.

A Theater Building.

On the 1st of FPebruary it iz expecied that
the building of the structure which is to b2
known as the Gaiety Theater, on 9ih street
between E and F stieets will be begun. It
will be on the site of No. 513 and a por-
tlon of No. 514 !h street, and wi.l extend
through to Sth street. It will have on the
latter streel a depth eof eighty feet. The
builder will be the Geoarze A. FFu ier Com-
pany.

Change in Location.

A change in the location of the office of
the real estate firm of Terrill & Little has
Leen made. The firm is now occupying
the commodious offices at 715 14th street,
just north of the olorado building. where
its rilices were former.y.

Fourteenth Street Heights.

A change in the management of suburban
realty was noted during the past week,
when the Fourteenth Street Heights Land
Company signed a contract with Mr, Gil-
bert (', Spitzer, with offices in the Home
Life building, transferring to him the ex-
clusive agency to handle the subdivision
“Fourteenth Street Heights.”

The new management wiil grade all of the
streets and lots in the subdivision and pro-
vide water, sewer, gas, clectric lights and
lay granolithic sidewalks, all of wnich will
be dope without cost to the purghasers of
the lots. In addition to such Ilmprovements
a company known as the Building and Sup-
ply Cerporation will erect at an early date
a number of residences. which will mark
the opening up of the section.

Improvements to Be Made.

The management not only promises, but
guarantees that the improvements will be
compieted as early as possible. The 14th
street cars, which have been in operation
for several weeks, pass the subdivision and
go several squares beyond, to the Bright-
race track.

The houses wiil be
inost modern ideas in suburban architec-
ture, combining all city conveniences, AMr,
W. I'rank Butts. who has had experience in
ap-
manager of the Fourteenth Street
property and has alrzady cliesed
« of severil lots in the subdivision.

wond
designed after the

e

SALE OF LOTS.

| Houses to Be Built by the Purchas-

ers.
The following lots have been sold in the
Connecticutt Avenue Heights Subdivision by

+J. B. Wimer. real estate broker: Lot No. -,

sputh side of Bancroft just west of Con-
necticut avenue, to John J. Hemphill, for
Mr. James G. Hill: lot No. 27, south side
Bancroft place west of Connectleut ave-
nue, for D, C. Wharton Smith. to Mr. Wal-
ter O, Blackwood; lot No. 23, south side of
Bancroft. for F. G. Newlands, through
Thos. J. Fisher & Co., Ine., to Jas. L, Kar-
rick; lot No. 24 south side Bancroft, for
Mr. F. G. Newlands, through Thos, J.
Fisher & Co., Inc., to Mrs. Elizabeth Edson
Eichelberger; lot No, 21, south side Ban-
croft place. for ¥F. G. Newlands, to Mr.
Jas. G. Hill, through Thos, J. Fisher
& Co., Inc.; lot No. 20, south side of Ban-
croft, for D. C. Wharton Smith, to Mr.
F. P. Reeside. who is now erecting a home
there; lot No. 9. north slde 8 street be-
tween Connecticut avenue and Phelps place,
for D. C. Wharton Smith, to Mr. W. O.
Blackwood. All the lots are twenty feet
front, and the average price pald was about
$0,000,

The sales mentioned are of unimproved
property, but in the same subdivision and
on LeRoy place is located the house which
Peachy & Hagner. real estate brokers, re-
cently sold to Mrs  Blair,

It is proposed to begin 2zt once the Im-
provement of some of the lots. and in the
coming spring it is expected there will be
additional houses bullt. 1t is stated that
nearly all these transactions have bheen
closed within a comparatively short time,
and it is looked upon as an indication of a
favorable condition of the market that
there has been as much buying of unim-
proved ground as these sales show, and
within such a small area,

DEVELOPED SLOWLY

| Two Blocks of Ground Near

Judiciary Square.

IN STATE OF NEGLECT

Reierence to a Jail Erected in the
Year 1803,

SITE OF PUBLIC SCHOOL HOUSE

Names of Owners of Property and
Value of Their Holdings—

Course of Stream.

In the two squares—No.'s 487 and 488—
between E and G, 5th and 6th streets the
development was slow in the early part of
the last century, and that, too, notwith-
standing, especialiy on and about the lat-
ter square, good brick was lying in walt
for pick, shovel and mold to prepare it
for use in building. Possibly that condi-
tion may have led to Pratt, Francis and
others, who fn other portions of the city
had engiged in the development of prop-
erty, to invest in the section in question,
but there is no evidenee that any intention
to build in the squares mentioned ma-
terialized. The squares, however, were de-
veloped by the corporation improving the
gtreets and private citizens building homes
and stores as rapldly as the government
reclaimed the area now known as Judiciary
Sguite. The latter was an eyesore for
more than helf a eentury and the view
castward was not an attractive one. It Is
true that upen it, north of the toel house
and watehman's quarters, was the old jail,
erected in 15K, Until about 1830 the jail
had no wall about it. The ravine through
which ran a sitream coursing serpentinely
from about Hth and (& streets to 4th and B
streets and thence to the Tiber near In-
diana avenue and 18t street was attractive
only to the idle boys of the day. It re-
mained open until about 1854, when, by
means of an appropriation of $5.00% by
Congress, it was hldden f{rom the publie
gaze. ‘The following year a simple fence
was placed around the square and a brick
pavement laid. but the interior of the
square was in a state of neglect for many
years, nolwithstanding that about 1540 a
new jail was erected within the lines near
4th and G streets and was known by the
criminal class as “The Blue Jug.” The
cld jall became the Washington lnfirmary,
I'ousing many soldler patlents in the early
part of the war. It was destroyed Novem-
ber 3, 1841, by fire. The corporation, in
1844, by permission of the government, lo-
cated one of the publie schoels in the
square, on the 5th street side of F street,
and there many local citizens were taught
by Dr. Tobias Watkins and others. It
was a plain twe-storied structure, with a
rcom In each story. Those who remember
it while viewing the struetures of the pres-
ent can scarcely realize that they attended
schoel in so simple a structure.

Transfer of First Lot.

The first lot on this square which passed
out of the hands of the United States and
David Burns, the origlnal proprietors be-
tween whorm the lots were alloted, was to
Samuel Davidson, himself a proprietor. Tt
w=8 lot 1, square 487, the transfer being
made in 1T, On 1t 1s now the Norris
building at the northwest corner of &th
and F streets. In 1800 Pratt, Francis and
others took four other lots in the square.
In square 488 W. Penrose Matthews gze-
gquired, In 1708, lots 2 and 3 on E street
and Pratt, Francis & Company the five
remalning lots in Burns' name, Theugh
there is no record of Improvements found
in the early years of the last century there

L LOOKING WEST ON I STREET FROM 16TH STREET. ; :
{Phots by Staff Photegrapher.) ;

i§ lradi_tinn that a house on the corner of
I" and 5th strects was the scene of revelry

when the British were in this city in
August, 1814, An old resident of the
neighborhood, long a member of the as-

sociation of Oixdest Inhabitants, many Vears
age stated to the writer that he was a
boy of ten ye=ars of age when the British
invaded Washington; that he saw a num-
ber of orderlles take horses there for the
officers and a soldier pointed out one officer
as (3en. Ross.

In 1803 the ground was valued at 2 cents
by the corporation, but in 1807 half a cent
was the figure. In 1816 Catherine Hayes
Lought the east half of lot 2, and in the
twenties a $000 improvement was assessed.
William A. Bradley bought three lots—3, 7
and 10—in 1816, and Elgazer Lindsley bought
lots 5 and 6. In 1820 Mrs. Catherine Haines
bought part of the lot at 6th and G streets.
Rev. 0. B. Brown bought lot 3, corner 6th
and F streets, and part lot 2. In the twen-
ties Mr., Bradley had a $450 improvement
on Gth street, Mrs. Haines one of $200 at
the corner of 6th and G streets, and Mr.
Brown had improvements of $150 and $250.
In 1819 lot 1, at the corner of 5th and F
streets, had passed to Commodore Decatur
and Col. Bomford, and shortly thereafter

as also the adjoining lot north, and these
in 1818 he sold to John Brannan and by him
were sold to Mr, Boyle. The same year Wm.
Salter acquired lot 12, about midway of
the square in 5th street, and built a home
valued at $1,500. R. Balard had lot 4, on
6th street north of E street, and Ingle &
Lindsey were on the lot the same year,
James M. Varnum was the owner of lot 3,
at the northeast corner of 8th and E streets,
in 1821, but in a few years disposed of 1it.
Ambrose Lynch purchased the corner where
he lived many years and carried on the
grocery trade, his house, which Is yet stand-
ing, being assessed at $1,300. M. Flanigan
was next with a $900 property and Charles
Pettitt at the east end of the lot, where he
lived many years. The two parts of lot 3,
on 6th street, went to John Hume, a car-
penter. and W. Douglas, the former being
a resident there for a long time. In that
decade Aaron Von Cobie, J. 8 Clark and
Phillip and Gregory Ennis acquired 6th
street property.

In 1828 the Wesley M. E. Church was or-
ganized, principally by members from
Foundry, and, being the offspring thereof,
the deed for the site, lot 10, at the south-

G00DPUBLICECONOMY

Results of the Plan to Save
Public Funds.

LAWN SPACES ON STREET

How They Can Be Made Much More
Effective.

CITY AUTHORITIES CAN ASSIST

Lawns Without Grass Are Not At-
tractive and the Latter Might
Be Improved.

It may seem to be a trivial matter, and
one that Is hardly worth the cons deration

of municipal authorities. but after all 1t s
the detalls that go to make up the whaole
and it is the perfection in the smail mat-
ters that count in civie affairs just as in
other directions. For that reasgn it is re-
garded as important that some attention
be given to the econdition of the atrip of
land that in many of the streets of the
city lie= between the sidewalk and the
curb,

The purpose of having such a free place
In the midst of the paved surface s of
course to give an opportunity for additional
lawn space. The theory of this provision is
that the

houseliolder will give tle same
care to the section of the street hetwesn
the sidewalk and the curb as he does to

that which extends from the sidewalk to
the house. As a rule this expectation on
the part of the District government Is real-
iged. The average houscholder has sodded
thi=s space and put It In the same shape ao
Is the rest of the parking in front of his
house,

Good Municipal Economy.

At the same time the municipal author!-
ties have reduced the amount of square
yards that it is necessary to cover wilh
ravement, and to that extent cut down the
cost and so lessened the outlay of the public
funds for this specific purpose. On this ac
count this device or new arrangement of
the sidewalk space in clty streets will be
looked upon as a good piece of municipal
economy.

As has been stated, the expected co-opera-
tion of the citizens has not been witiiheld,
but in spite of the theoretical and practical
advantages of the change and the favoralie
indorsement of the residents |t may be
sald that the plan has proved to be a fail-
ure In so far as a genera! improvement in

M STREET NORTHWEST, LOOKING EAST FROM 6TH STREET.

was leased to Frank Brooks, who after-
ward bought the property. Mr. Brooks and
his wife conducted a grocery there for
many years. Mrs. Hayes, Mrs. Susan John-
son and Absclemm Rodbird, a carpenter and
builder, were residents of F street.

In 1824 Henry Hay, a popular painter,
bought part of lot 3, on which he erected
the residence occupled by him until the
fifties, and George M. Grouard, long the
foreman of the Intelligencer office. bought
nearby, erecting a $90 house. H. M. Mof-
fett acquired part of lot 2 cn F street, J.
J. Jones property on Oth street, as also
Mrs. Ann Brown, before the thirties, and
N. Mulliken, T. Detter, E. (3. Beall and J.
J. Clark were on lot 7 on G street.

Valuation of Fourteen Cents.

Fourteen cents per foot was the maximum
valuation from 1830 to 1849, and newcomers
included Basil Magill, on 5th sireet; A.
Rodblrd, at €th and F streets, and Walter
Humphriez, on G street. Some of the im-
provements had appreciated, Francis
Brooks' helrs being charged on $1,600 im-
provements on lot 1, Gth and F streets,
where Mres. Brooks was keeplng a grecery;
H. M. Moffatt, 3800 on ot 2 on F street;
G. M. Grouard, $600, and A. T. F. RBell,
$250 on 6th street, and R. Brown $700 on
bth street. About 1840 Jacob Seutferle, long
a baker, hought lots 3 and 4, and for muny
years had his bake house and res!deace
thereon. In that decade there were others
than those named, including John P. Stall-
ings, a well-known house and sign painter
of his day; Willlam Dalton, a hackman;
James McCarty, grocer; John Morgan,
boot and shoe maker; Robhert ("ochen, shoe
dealer, who had before lived on G sireet;
Mrs. Cornock, bennet maker, on F street;
A. 8. H. White, long of the land office and
Interior Department; T. F. SBemmes, gro-
cer; Samuel McElwee, printer; De Witt
Kent, Phil Enn’s, Mrs. Baker, W. A. Brad-
ley, Charles Mann, on Gth street; Mr.
Goech, Mrs. C. Lansdale, ¥. B. Lord, coach-
maker, who rad moved from F streer;
David C. Reed, a tallor, and John Caton,
who ccenducted a grocery at the corner of
Sth street. On the latter street was located
the printer, Michael Caton, who afterward
moved 1o the =quare north, and others.
The Brocks family, at Sth and F streets,
was about the best known in the square,
Franeis Brocks, the father, or his wife
having conducted a grocery there from
about 1820 o the milddle of the century,
oae of the sons, John, follewing the car-
penter's trade, and ancther, Patrick H.,
that of a printer.

In square No. 488, by 1830 there had been
consiaerable progress, and notwithstanding
the ponds left hy the brick-makers, there
:vas a church apoa it, a number of dwell-
n€s and some Marge buildings in prospect.
Few had been the transfers in real estate
until in 1815 when the Pratt-Francis lots
changed hands. Eamuel Elliot, jr., purchased
that yvear the lot at the southeast corner
ﬁﬂm and F mel nt;. bl;hich the year fol-

ng Was acqu ‘Mr. John Boyle,

lmh: chief clork o’; the Navy Department,
W also bought 14, on 5th .
tater other lote. They were n-tmm mm.
until.-about the thirtles. In 1816 James Mc-
Loraickcequhned lot 2, on E Street.

Purchase by Peter Morty.
The next year Peter Morty bought the lot
at the corner of E and 5th etreets, the site

i where, and there were consegquently some

-

west corner of F and 5th streets, was taken
by the trustees of Foundry—George Cran-
dle, Johm Connell, Richard Thompson,
George Bushby, Jacob Hines and Ulysses
Ward. Familiarly known as the chapel and
being the scene of a memorable revivar In
which Rev. J. Newland Moffitt was the
leading spirit, resulting in hundreds of con-
versions and several other such orcasions,
it was not many years before it became one
of the largest charges of that denomination.
The original church was ene of the con-
ventona! chapel huildings of that day
Alengside of it on 5th street, in 1840, part of
lot 11 was asquired by the trustees—Wash-
Ington Lewis, Dr. Thos. Sewali, Fnoch
Tucker, H. C. Snde, John Scrivener, C. W.
Botelor and Thomas Havener, and a Sun-
day schoel reom was erected. In the fifties

the present church building was erected,
covering the grouna originally acquired,
with tAat conveved in 15840,

Brick Yard Ponds.

Though the holdings remained to a large
extent unimpreved for several years prior
to akout 1830, much of the ground in the
form of brieck had gone Into houses eise-

brickyvard ponds in the square. M: Boyic
was then the largest owner in the square.
Van Ceble,'a carpenter and buailder, had lo-.
cated on the square, and from 8 to 12 cents
per foot was the value before the ground
had appreciated to 12 and 20 ceuts per foot.
Mr. Boyle buut blocks of houses—one at
the southeast corper of the square, and
one at the northwest corner of the square;
and J. 8 Clarke. Van-Coble and Philip En-
nis improved ke Oth-street fremt. Mr,
Boyle resided in hizs 6th and F street block
Ffer some years. His was a leading family
of thé neighborhood and city. The father
was long chief clerk of the Navy Depart-
ment, and his flve sons atta'nad promi-
nence, they being Commodore Junius 1.
Boyle, United States navy; J. Franklin,
superintendent of tle construction of the
treasury; Cornellus, & pbysician, who was
in the medical Fervies of the confederacy;
Bert, United Stales consul at Port Mihone,.
and BEugene, who distinguished himself in
the Mex‘can war by winning promotion
from the ranks te a caplaincy, and wheo
was a victlm of yelow fever when home-
ward beund. The poetess, Miss Esmeralda
Boyle, now of Baltimore, represents the
family in literary cireles. In the block
Amos Kendall, Postmaster General, and
John Masgson, chief clerk, afterward assist-
ant postmaster general, resided on F street
for a time, as did also Dr. Corneijus Boyle,
and afterward Dr. Johnson Ellictt, Charles
De Seiding and others.

r. Beyl: in 183 was assessed §,000 on

the appearance of the cily is concerned,

There are two reasscns for this and ono
ia lack nf consideration on the part of i
public for the grass spaces, so that they
are used-freely as a part of the sidewnixs,
and the other is the difflculty in keeping the
grass alive owing to the dense shade of (he
trees that line the streets.

This arrangement of ihe street, showing
a lawn space between the house and the
sidewalk, and another between the sid..
walk and the curb and extending on both
su_im of the streets, looks very well when
laid out on paper, espectally when an ai-
tractive shade of green is used in the wa
ter-color drawing. In reality, however, this
space I8 bare ground and very ugly, show-
ing no improvement over Lhe pavement

What Can Be Done.

Some things can be done to remedy tlis
condition. In the first piace the efforis of
the householder to cover this section with
grass can be alded by having the bhranclies
of the trees a'ong the siveets trimmed off,
especially the lower limbs, an:d in this way

give the sunlight a echance to reach thae
ground. QGrass, as Is well known, does not
thrive in the shade. It needs the Ught of
the sun, and 1f the municipal gar .

would only give this section of the st
a chance there is no doubt thal at onos
decided change would be seen n the comll-
tions in this particu’ar. At the sam~ time
this treatment of the trees would be .« good
thing for the parking proper and would re-
sult in giving new life to the lawns, and
fiot make it necessary for the houseliolder
to resod his lawn every year In order to
keep it In any sort of shape.

There is something else that ean be dofe,
and this Is also for the city authorit es,
that s ti:e making of a sort of curb along
the outer edge of the sidewalk, so as 1o
border this open space. It need not be
more than a couple of inches in helght,
and can be, so0 to speak, the turning up of
the edge of the concrete sidewa'k: o

The purpose ‘!s, that slight as It may
seem as a dividing line between the 8 de-
wialk and the grass space on the oulce>
side, yet it will be sufficient te remind the
careless and neglectful citizen that he
ought not to trample the space inclosed. An
example of what this sort of a thing cin

accomplish may be seen about the littln
public reservation at the intersection -of
Connecticut avenue with Q and 20k
streets. The sidewalk is curled up at the
outer edge in the manner suggested. nnd
that seems to afford a competeat protee-

tion to the grass plot betweea the sidew:lk
and the curb.

Of course if the public had more respect
for grass and for the fact that when along
a pubiic street it belongs to the public snd

four three-stery lrick houses at the cormfer
of 5th and E streets, and §7 300 on the block
at Bt: and F streets; J. 8. Clirke $3,50) and |
200 on briex houses on 6th street, and
M. Jeffers and Ingle & Lindsey $1.200 each; |
south of them and north of Clark's houses
was. an $L8(O house of Mr. Van Coble and
an $L100 house of Mr. Ennis. Mr. Salter
wag assessed on $1 50 on 5th street, and on |
the corner jot, E and Gth sireets, Lynch's
house had been reduced to $500 valuation

of the Columbia Title Company's offices,

is the property of all for the delight of the
cye and the adorament of the elty, it
would no’' be necessary to make any provi-
sion to kuep the idle or carelcss foot from
straying over an the gre:n sirips wh'ch
border the sidewalks of the city. Bul the
fact is that the public does need o he di-
rected, to some extent, and when it can he
done Bt what seems to be a trifling aldl-
tional outlay, the advaniage of giving
some consideration to this matter is o0
obvious to needl argument.

Then if something is done ubout the
trees, 8o that the shade about thelr bhases

nol only In
the “places reférred to, but a'so in (Lo
par ‘The latter is a matter not only of

present in

city, but aiso of fAnanclal moment to everve
householder who. s any attention at all
the parking in front of his house.




